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Welcome back! In this session we are going to be talking about the different types of literacy and how 
we can integrate literacy into our early childhood programs. 
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These questions are included in the participant workbook, with space for students to write down their 
thoughts. 

 

Complete this slide as a group discussion. You can make a list of the different kinds/types of literacy the 
participants list off then add any they missed. 
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Show the videos then discuss the key points as a large group. 

 

Students are asked to record any kinds of literacy shared in these videos that they hadn’t thought of 
earlier in their participant workbooks. 

  

Please see the document “Types of Literacy” for additional content to share during this discussion. 
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“Learning Language and Loving It” is a Hanen Program for Early Childhood Educators. 

 

If you wanted, you could include other literacy and language programs that are available to ECE’s; these 
can be found online. 
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As a large group, you can show each of the websites and show the group the specific information they 
can find on them. 

 

Distribute a copy of the handout: More Than Words Can Say. 

 

As a large group, have a discussion about the different reasons that children’s literacy levels vary; please 
see the document “What Are the Effects of Low Literacy?” to support this discussion. 

 

Students are also asked to record some of the reasons that children’s literacy levels vary in their 
participant workbook. 
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Show the video using the link on your screen. 

 

As a large group, discuss the Five Predictors discussed in the video: 

 

1. oral language 
2. phonemic awareness 
3. alphabet awareness 
4. concepts about print 
5. early writing with inventive spelling 

 

In their workbooks, students are asked to record each of the five predictors of early literacy. 
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Studies have been done to learn about how children learn to read, write and understand written 
language.  

 

These studies have identified what concepts children need to become competent and confident readers 
and writers and what types of experiences support their development. 

 

Please see the PDF document of pages 126 to 131 from “The Creative Curriculum for Preschool”, which 
outlines the information to share for each of the seven components. In the participant workbook, 
students are asked a question about each of the components of literacy that are answered within this 
document. The questions are recorded below for reference. 

 

1. Share one example of how a creative curriculum classroom provides an opportunity for children 
to develop vocabulary and use language. 

2. What is the difference between phonological awareness and phonics? 
3. What are some things you can draw a child’s attention to when helping them connect print with 

meaning? 
4. Share one of the ways preschool children can demonstrate their understanding of letters and 

words. 
5. Provide an example of one teaching strategy you might use to help children develop 

comprehension skills. 
6. Storybooks often include specific characteristics, like having a beginning, middle and end. 

What’s another typical characteristic of a storybook? 
7. What signs might you look for to demonstrate that preschool children are enjoying their literacy 

experience? 

 

At the end of this discussion, ask the group how these components link back to the document “Literacy: 
Why it Matters”? 
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In the document, Early Learning for Every Child Today (ELECT), the development of communication, 
language and literacy skills are outlined for each of the following age groups:  

• infants 

• toddlers 

• preschool 

• school age 

 

This document is a guide to support curriculum and pedagogy in our early childhood settings. It helps us 
understand children’s development and put into practice supports and materials in our programming to 
support their development. 
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If possible, print a few copies of the “Early Learning for Every Child Today” (ELECT) document so it is 
available for the group; please review yourself before the session. 

 

This activity will be done in four small groups, and the instructions are included in the participant 
workbook as well as on this slide. In the workbook, charts have been included to record the skills, and 
indicators of those skills, for each age range.  

 

Have each group take a section listed on the slide (infant, toddler, preschool and school age) and discuss 
and identify the literacy skills that are developing for that age group. 

 

Have the small groups report back to the large group (summarize). While different groups share the 
skills associated with the age range they reviewed, students should record them in their workbooks in 
the spaces provided. 
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If possible, print copies of the document “How Does Learning Happen?” for the group. 

 

Discuss the Expression foundation and how the literacy skills included on the previous slides connect 

 

Look at the Questions for Reflection at the end of the Expression section (p. 45 in the “How Does 
Learning Happen?” document) and use those directly or develop a couple of discussion questions for the 
group to complete this activity. 

 

In their participant workbooks, students are asked to consider how the different ways children might 
communicate and demonstrate that they can express themselves compare to the indicators of 
Communication, Language and Literacy skills they recorded from the ELECT document. 

 

As a group, discuss how many ways there are for children to express themselves in each of the student’s 
programs. 
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Show pictures of examples of literacy in classrooms. There is a document with pictures that can be 
printed out and made into a photo album, and you can add your own pictures to it. 

 

In the participant workbook, the question on the slide (How do you incorporate literacy into your 
classroom” is included, with space to record ideas. Have the group share examples with each other. 
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Share stories with the group using one or more of the following activities: 

• Play one or both videos of storytelling that are included on the slide 

• You can also prepare your own favourite story to read for the group 

• Have students read the books they brought from home to the group 

 

Have the students split into small groups and discuss the question on the slide, which are also included 
in their participant workbooks.  

 

If you choose to read a story to the group, discuss how you’ve integrated storytelling into your work.  

 

Also share the document called “pictures of story tables” with the group. 
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These questions are outlined in the participant workbook. Remind the participants to complete this 
reflection in their journals, and bring it with them to the next session. 
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Ask students to bring examples of different documents they use at their place of work, as they will be 
used for an activity in the next session. 
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This Facilitator Guide was designed in 2019 as part of the series “Next Level Skills for Early Childhood 

Educators.” This curriculum is intended to support Ontario’s Early Childhood Educators in further 

developing the unique communication skills required in their role.  

 

 

 

Curriculum developed by: Carolyn Little and Helen Krygsman 

 

Editing and design support by: Summer Burton 
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Organizations are encouraged to copy and use these materials; however, reproducing or reselling these 
materials for profit is prohibited. If you have questions about this curriculum, we invite you to contact 
Literacy Link South Central at 519-681-7307 or literacylink@llsc.on.ca 
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